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Trice af tl.e Su?: : 
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Sh-iWi Al-A.-.har. 
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la tha H«jit of Ulih, tha Merciful, Cbe Conpassionate. 
TbAjun to tba llalgbtj. Who bu ssnt His Messenger »ltn gui- 
dance and the True Religion la order that It aajr Pravail ov«r 
all otbar religions. 

Prsjere and peace ba upon oux greet prophet Muhaaaal aho 
guides to tba Truth and to a straight path. 

■a have received lo our offlea at U-Amar Mr. UalruLa X 
■ha la ksoam noa by tba aaoei Uallk Il-ShaOan , ar. Aaerlcan 
cltlsen who daclarad his faltb and convarslon to iiiu and ba 
eoafeeeed tba two Islamic artlclas asking " I confeea that there 
la no God out Allah and that Mohaaaad la Hia Prophat, and Jasua 
la In aarvant and Meeaenger. I caaaad to ballava in any otbar 
raiijloo that contradict* Islaa " 

After aeelog th* cartif lcata of tba Ialaalc foundation in 
Mew fork da tad 9/*/196*. and »bat th« Haad of tho Croat court of 
Ialaalc laa at Jaddah decided In thla raapact, Or. Malik's decl 
aratlon of la laa baa baan aaaurad to ua. 

Mr. Malik Bl-Shabats (Malkula X) aith his trua and corract 
faith la ana of tba Mualla oil— mil ty, with thslr rlgbta and obl- 
igation* and It la hla dutr to propagata Islaa and offar every 
available assistance and facllltia* ta thoa* who alah coortri- 
laa ta Ialaa. Thla la a certificate to whoa It any cooears. 

Hay God, Almighty , guide hla and eallghten his hsart by 
Ialaa and dlraet hla to tba right path. 

0*4 'e p ra yar a aad blaaalaga ba apon hi* prophat M oh aaaad, 
hla family aad hla companion*. .,„ 

" fee Bactor of Al-Axhar 
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For all who might forget, let it once again be stated 
that Brother El-Hajj Malik El-Shabazz (Malcolm X) 
was first and foremost a Muslim and a Believer. 
Above is a reproduction of a statement of his accep- 
tance by the highest official of the oldest and most 
prestigious of Islamic Educational Institutions — Al- 
Azhar University. It was written after Brother Malik 
had taken his Sliahada (Public declaration of Faith). 









and hinder, and harm others in terms of their 
"differences" in color." 

What better testament could there be to the 
unifying power of Islam. The faith of over 
one billion people, comprising one fifth of the 
human race. This was the only faith Malcolm 
believed, one that could rid the world of the 
evils of racism. A faith that rejects the ideas 
of inherent racial or nationalistic superiority. 
A faith that acknowledges the nobility of all 
men as their birthright. This was the only re- 
ligion whose message was powerful, yet sub- 
tie, enough to capture the heart of this man 
possessed of an indomitable spirit, of resolute 
convictions and of faith in the Almighty 
Creator of the Universe. 

The change of his name from Malcolm X to 
H-Hajj Malik H-Shabazz symbolized his fi- 
nal stop on the journey from the darkness of 
erroneous beliefs to the truth and the light of 
Islam. The entire Muslim community would 
like to invite every one to the light of faith, 
reason and humanity. To the light of Islam. 
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Born in poverty and obscurity on May 19, 
1925, in Omaha, Nebraska, Malcolm 
Little, the fourth child of Earl and Louise Lit- 
tle, rose to become one of the most dynamic 
Black Nationalist leaders of his time. Having 
felt the sting of racism and been denied op- 
portunity from his earliest years, from most, 
if not all, of the existing institutions of the 
day. Without the possibility, the hope, of up- 
ward mobility. With less than a ninth grade 
education, a life of crime was practically in- 
evitable for young Malcolm. 

After his arrest and subsequent incarceration, 
Malcolm began reading a variety of literature 
made available to the prison by a rich philan- 
thropist. Religion, race and world history 
were his favorite subjects. He also had time 
enough to review his old lifestyle. He began 
receiving letters from various family mem- 
bers. Two of his brothers, Philbert and Regi- 
nald, began writing him about a religious 
leader named Elijah Muhammad. At first he 
thought it was a scam to get his prison sen- 
tence cut short. But Malcolm began listening 
to his younger brother Reginald, who ex- 
plained about his new faith. And Malcolm 
became fascinated with the doctrine taught by 
Elijah Muhammad. Soon after he embraced 
the "Lost found Nation of Islam", based in 
Chicago and headed by Elijah Muhammad. 
Malcolm received his "X" symbolizing his 
unknown African tribal name. It was also a 
candidate's first step into the "Nation". 

From the time of his release from prison, in 
1952, until he left the "Black Muslims", (as 
the followers of Elijah Muhammad were 
called in those days), Malcolm X became not 
only the organization's most articulate 
spokesman, but one of its architects and most 
ardent supporters. Malcolm's only concern 
was to change the condition of his people, 
long victimized by social injustice and institu- 



tionalized racism. His approach to this state 
of affairs was to focus attention on them, by 
reminding the powers of his day of their re- 
sponsibility for those conditions. He stressed 
the importance of not perpetuating such con- 
ditions because of self-hate, ignorance, and 
substance abuse. 

After falling out with Elijah Muhammad in 
1963 and leaving the Nation of Islam, Mal- 
colm undertook the journey that every person 
of the Islamic Faith must fulfill as a religious 
obligation. The Hajj or pilgrimage to the city 
of Mecca, Saudi Arabia. These two events 
culminated in a complete turnaround in Mal- 
colm's views on both his religion and his ap- 
proach to the problems of racism and 
oppression of blacks in America. 

While performing the pilgrimage rites at the 
first house of worship built for the worship of 
the one God, Malcolm saw something he had 
only heard about, or dreamed of before: the 
true equality of man, as believers of all col- 
ors, and all social levels, stood as one to wor- 
ship... the one God. Understanding the 
message of Islam as taught by the Prophet 
Muhammad (peace be upon him), Malcolm 
now saw that the problems facing man were 
usually the direct result of the rejection of 
those beliefs and practices commanded by 
God from the earliest times. He also under- 
stood that all men could live together as one 
when they accepted the belief that the best of 
men are those who sincerely worship God 
and maintain the duties God has placed on 
men regarding their interaction and their rela- 
tionship with one another. 

In his own words, as told to Alex Haley, 
Malcolm wrote "Never have I witnessed such 
sincere hospitality and such overwhelming 
spirit of true brotherhood as is practiced by 
people of all colors and races here in this An- 




cient Holy Land, the home of Abraham and 
all the other Prophets of Holy scriptures. For 
the past week I have been truly speechless 
and spellbound by the graciousness I see dis- 
played all around me by people of all colors. 
I have been blessed to visit the Holy City of 
Mecca .... " There were tens of thousands of 
pilgrims, from all over the world. They were 
of all colors, from blue eyed blonds to black 
skinned Africans. But we were all practicing 
in the same ritual, displaying a spirit of unity 
and brotherhood that my experiences in 
America had led me to believe never could 
exist between the white and the non-white. 

"America needs to understand Islam, because 
this is the one religion that erases from it's so- 
ciety the race problem. Throughout my trav- 
els in the Muslim world, I have met, talked 
to, even eaten with people who in America 
would have been considered "white", but the 
"white" attitude had been removed from their 
minds by the religion of Islam. I have never 
before seen such sincere and true brother- 
hood, practiced by all colors together, irre- 
spective of their color. 

"You may be shocked by these words com- 
ing from me. But on this pilgrimage, what I 
have seen and experienced has forced me to 
re- arrange much of the thought patterns pre- 
viously held, and to toss aside some of my 
previous conclusions. Despite my firm con- 
victions, I have always been a man who tries 
to face facts, and to accept the reality of life 
as new experience and new knowledge un- 
folds. I have always kept an open mind, a 
flexibility that must go hand in hand with 
every form of the intelligent search for truth. 

"I could see from this, that perhaps if white 
Americans could accept the oneness of God, 
then perhaps, too, they could accept in reality 
the oneness of man — and cease to measure, 



